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Welcome to the second edition

of the Haskell Times- the

official newspaper of Haskell

Elementary School! We are

excited to bring you more news,

updates, and information about

Haskell Elementary School. We

hope you enjoy!
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March Madness!
Written by Alyssa Bolduc and Mr. Paradiso

The Middle School teachers

huddling before the game

     To celebrate Reading, Math, and March Madness,

Haskell School held the first ever iReady March

Madness Basketball Tournament. A bracket was

created for grades K-3, 4-5, and 6-8. Classes were

challenged to complete more iReady assignments than

their opponent to defeat them and move on in the

bracket. The winning homeroom from each bracket

won a chance to face off against the teachers in a

Basketball Game before Spring Break. 

 

     The winning homeroom for grades K-3 was Mrs.

Swiggett’s 1st grade homeroom. They faced a team of

teachers including Mrs. Jaisli, Mrs. Swiggett, Ms.

Sheridan, Ms. Kostadinovska, Ms. DeFrance, Ms.

Lombardi, Mrs. Breen, Mrs. Somohano, Mr. Mitchell,

Mr. Doolittle, and Detective Bellifemine from the

Wanaque Police Department. The game was close, but

in the end, the students defeated the teachers!

Congratulations to Mrs. Swiggett’s class!

 

     The winning homeroom for grades 4-5 was Mrs.

Pelcher’s 4th grade homeroom. They faced a team of

teachers including Mrs. Santos, Ms. Till, Mr. Tuorto,

Ms. Hovsepian, Mrs. Spirko, Mr. Evans, Mr. Mitchell,

Mr. Doolittle, and Detective Bellifemine. The students

played a great game, but they couldn’t defeat the

teachers. The teachers won their first game of the day

against 4th and 5th grade.

 

Continued on the next page

 

 

Jordan Vitale, Amelie Vasquez, and Rachael

Bulaon cheering on Mr. Connolly
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     The winning homeroom for grades 6-8 was Mrs.

Morton’s 8th grade homeroom. They faced a team

of teachers including Ms. Till, Ms. Kent, Ms.

Haenlein, Mr. Tuorto, Mr. Lesler, Mrs. Morton, Mr.

Evans, Mr. Connolly, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Doolittle,

and Detective Bellifemine. The 8th graders scored a

lot of points and played a great game but they

couldn’t defeat the middle school teachers. The

teachers got their second win of the day against

Mrs. Morton’s homeroom.

 

     Finally, there was an All Star game for grades 6-

8. This game included students who were iReady

“All-Stars”, completing the most iReady

assignments to win a spot on the team. They faced

off against the same middle school teachers as

listed above. They tried their best, but in the end,

they too were defeated by the middle school

teachers. Overall, the students were victorious in

one basketball game, while the teachers won three

games. Congratulations to all of the winning

homerooms, as well as the teachers for playing

great games! This basketball tournament was so

much fun, and we hope to see this become a new

Haskell School tradition!

See the next page for more photo highlights from

the games!

 

Ms. Kent dribbling down the court

Mr. Tuorto, Johnny Baccay, and

Caleb Paduani playing during the 6-

8 Game.
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Mr. Mitchell completing a layup

Mrs. Morton playing during the 6-8 game

Students who participated in the 6-8 All Stars Game

Mrs. Morton helping to coach All Star Player Casey

Wellins

Ilmi Kaba attempting to block

Mr. Connolly's shot

Johnny Baccay attempting to

block Mr. Connolly's shot



Library Updates

Design by Marjorie Portes
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Library Updates
Written by Mr. Paradiso

     This year’s Dr. Seuss Day was a great success! The

theme for this year was “Oh, The Places You’ll Go”

and we saw the addition of a photo booth this year

that was a huge hit with all of the students. As usual,

the day started with “Read A Teacher” in the hallways,

and throughout the day students visited the Library

which was transformed into Seussville! The middle

school students participated in Book Buddies with the

elementary students, which some teachers felt was a

highlight of the day. Classes were visited by guest

readers as well, which included Principal Doolittle,

Administrator, Mrs. Nash, Guidance Counselor, Mrs.

Zucker, and Wanaque town Councilman, Mr. Balunis.

Overall, the day was a fun celebration of reading that

would not be possible without the help of the WBEA,

Haskell PTA, and all of the teachers at Haskell

School! Thank you to all who helped

 

     With the school year winding down and Field Day

quickly approaching, the Reading Warrior Challenge

is entering the final month of the competition. To

recap the year, the Gold team has been dominating,

winning 70 field day points and reading over 2,300

books! The Black team has won 10 field day points and

has read over 1500 books! Great job by both teams, and

we can’t wait to see who will win the final month! Will

the 70 points the Gold Team has help them win field

day? We will have to wait until June to find out! In the

meantime, make sure to stop by the Cafe Hallway to

check out the Reading Warrior Challenge Bar Graph

to see a recap of the year. Happy Reading!

 

See the next two pages for more photo highlights

from Dr. Seuss Day!

Mr. Paradiso, Mrs. Herbert, and Mr. Doolittle on Dr.

Seuss Day. Mr. Doolittle dressed up as the Cat in the Hat

The Reading Warrior Challenge wall in the Cafe

Hallway
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Councilman Balunis guest reading to Kindergarten

Mrs. Zucker guest reading to 4th Grade

8th grader Marcos Ruiz reading during book buddies

Ms. Lombardi helping with "Read a

Teacher"

1st Grader Kaylee Fealy crawling through

the Seuss Tunnel

7th grader Kyle Keyes helping with the

Yertle the Turtle game
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8th graders David Ramos and Jose Viera

reading during book buddies

Mrs. Nash guest reading to Kindergarten

Brothers, Steven and Anthony Alicea

taking a photo at the Seuss Photo Booth

Mr. Lesler and Trinity Baker in the photo

booth

Kindergartener Camryn Sillsbury and 6th grader Emma

Thompson at the craft station
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     This year, The Haskell School PTA

Drama Club proudly presented Singin’

in the Rain Jr.! It was a smashing

success! The show consisted of 44

actors and 25 stage crew members.

Almost 40% of the middle school

students were involved in this years

show! There were many teachers here

at Haskell that helped make this show a

success. Singin’ in the Rain was

directed by Ms. Sullivan and Ms.

Quinlan. Mrs. Masiello painted all of

the beautiful sets, and Mrs. Spirko came

to some rehearsals to help get the

vocals in tune.  

     Singin’ in the Rain is a story that

takes place in the 1920’s where talking

pictures began. It follows two silent

movie actors and their guests to make it

in “talking pictures.” Over 500 patrons

came out to see the show on April 5th

and 6th. The Drama Club is very excited

to begin next year’s production. Can

anyone guess what it will be? 

 

See the next page for more photo

highlights from "Singin' in the Rain

Jr".

Haskell School
Drama Production
Written by David DaSilva; Photos courtesy of

Ms. Sullivan and Mrs. DaSilva

8th Grader Anthony Conte performing in the show

The cast performing one of the musical numbers

The entire cast and crew of "Singin' in the Rain Jr."
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The cast during one of their various scenes

The cast performing one of the musical numbers

The stage crew working hard to prepare for the show

David DaSilva, Sara Ristoski, and Anthony Conte

performing

Anthony Conte and Molly Murphy The cast performing one of the various dance numbers

David DaSilva leading one of the songs during the play
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Talent Show
Written by Giavanna Cafasso

The cast of the 2019 Haskell School Talent Show

     The Haskell School held their annual Talent show this March, and as always, it

was absolutely amazing. Students completed the show twice- once for students

during the school day, and once at night together with Wanaque School for all of

the parents. 

     Elizabeth Lares opened the show, doing a vocal solo. Other singers this year

included Giavanna Cafasso, Alyssa Bolduc, David DaSilva, Taylor Ulrich, Jordan

Spann, Erin Danko, Summer Miller, Amelie Vasquez, and Sara Ristoski. The

Haskell School Chorus sang three songs as well. Other acts included Leyana

Kaghdou, Julia Chontos, and Jordan Vitale all completing gymnastics routines, Jon-

Maurice Spann doing a piano solo, Allen Magie playing bagpipes, and Nikki Triolo

performing a comedy routine. Finally, to close out the show, Caliyma Gregory and

Stephanie Reilly performed a dance routine, which rocked the house and really got

the crowd going. Overall, the 2019 Talent show was amazing and we are already

looking forward to next year!
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Dance, Dance, Dance!
Written by Giavanna Cafasso

Nikki Triolo, Alyssa Bolduc, Rachael Bulaon, Isabella

Hennessy, and Jamie Triolo having fun at one of our

many school dances

       Haskell School students were lucky

enough to have multiple dances this

school year. In December, before Winter

Break, the Student Council held a Winter

Luau. Now when you think of a Luau,

you probably think of Summer but the

Student Council decided to switch it up

and hold one in the Winter. As usual, Mr.

Evans was the DJ and  did a great job.

The snacks and refreshments were

yummy, and some kids showed off their

best dance moves. This dance was a great

way to celebrate before Winter break.

       

      The next dance was a special Mardi

Gras dance, held by Mrs. Spirko and Mr.

Testa. This dance was held to help

students raise money for the upcoming

Chorus and Band trip to Dorney Park.

Students had to pay $5 to enter the

dance, and over $600 was raised to help

lower the cost of the Dorney Park Trip

for students. There were drinks and

snacks for students to enjoy, and Mr.

Testa was the DJ at this dance. Students

recommended songs for Mr. Testa to

play, and some games were played for

students to win prizes. This dance was

different but fun!

 

       Finally, there was a St. Patrick’s Day

Dance, where everyone was invited to

wear green. Whichever student wore the

most green won a prize. There was also a

limbo competition where students won a

prize. The limbo competition was fierce-

so fierce that one student hurt her knee

trying to win. Besides the injury, this

dance was great! Students took part in a

raffle to win a gift basket, as well as a

raffle to pie a teacher in the face. This

dance was one of the best of the year.
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Spelling Bee
Written by Giavanna Cafasso

The 2019 Annual Haskell School Spelling Bee was one of the hardest

we can remember. In the first round of the competition, 12

contestants were eliminated. Some teachers said that they didn't even

know how to spell them! Every round more contestants were

eliminated until it was down to the final three. All three spelled a

word incorrectly, and couldn't move on until at least one student

spelled a word correctly. Finally, the winner was determined, after

Jules Clidoro was the first of the final three to spell a word correctly.

The competition continued to see who would come in 2nd and 3rd

place, just in case Jules was not able to make it to the state

competition. The second place runner up was Josh Donza. Great job

to all the contestants this year, and congratulations to Jules and

Josh!
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NJHS and the Kindness
Challenge

Written by Giavanna Cafasso

To kick off this school year, the National Junior Honor Society sponsored a Halloween costume drive

during the Week of Respect, where students collected new or gently used children's Halloween costumes

for needy children in North Jersey.  Members then ran a campaign to raise money to sponsor

Thanksgiving meals for families, helping a food bank called the “Center for Food Action."  Recently,

NJHS ran  the “Kids and Coins for Autism,” campaign and raised over $500 for Autism Speaks. 

One of the biggest events of the year was The Great Kindness Challenge, where an entire school week

was devoted to performing various acts of kindness. Students were given a checklist of kind acts, and

students who completed their checklist were entered into a raffle for a chance to win an Amazon gift

card. There were also spirit days for this event, which included crazy hair, sports jersey day, and

school spirit day. Even though the Kindness Challenge was only one week long, NJHS was trying to get

students to realize that no matter if it is a special week or not, you should always be kind. Students

should always remember the to treat others the way you would want to be treated.  

National Junior Honor Society may be best known for monthly Popcorn Friday sales, which raises

money to support their programs and help others.  Through these sales, NJHS was able to make

donations to Mallory’s Army, an organization that helps unite people in the fight against bullying, and

the Red Cross, to help support those affected by recent hurricanes.  In addition, popcorn money was

used to purchase holiday gifts for medically fragile children who live at the Wanaque Center.  A

donation was also made to the Haskell School PTA, as well as funding a $100 mini grant awarded to

Haskell School Technology Teacher Ryan Evans. Overall, NJHS had a fantastic year! Congratulations

to all of the National Junior Honor Society Members. Take a look at the Kindness Challenge checklist

on the next page! We challenge you to continue showing these acts of kindness!

NJHS with a grant awarded to Mr. Evans
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Student Council
Roundup

Written by Mrs. Morton and Mr. Paradiso

       This year, the Student Council consisted of about 20 students who

worked hard to show school spirit through Spirit Days, fundraisers, and

activities.  Student council hosted several spirit days such as Twin Day,

Pajama Day, and Tie-Dye Day to name a few.  To end the football season,

Student Council collected food for a local food pantry during the SOUP-er

Bowl where a student won a gift card for Pizza One after voting for the

winning Patriots!  Students purchased carnations to send to their friends and

family for Valentines Day, bought flowers for Mother’s Day, had green bagels

for St. Patrick’s Day and will be selling keychains for Father’s Day.      

       The Student Council also worked very hard to make sure our teachers

knew how much they are appreciated during Teacher Appreciation Week.

 Finally, the Haskell Student Council recently went on a field trip to a

Trenton Thunder baseball game with the Wanaque Student Council to co-

mingle and come up with ideas for next year. Still to come this year is the

student-teacher water balloon toss on Field Day.  Student council is also

getting ready to celebrate the eighth graders with posters, hallways

decorations, and some awards!  It’s been a busy year for Student Council –

thank you to all of the hard working Officers, Homeroom Representatives,

and faculty advisors!

The Haskell and Wanaque Student Councils at a

Trenton Thunder Baseball Game
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Super Bowl
Review

Written by Molly Murphy

 Winner of Superbowl LIII: New England Patriots

 

Although the superbowl this year wasn’t very exciting, with the New England Patriots

winning once again, we can all agree the best part was the COMMERCIALS! Below is a

recap of some of the most popular commercials from this year!

 

Cardi B/Lil John/Steve Carell Pepsi Commercial: A Pepsi is more than okay after you

watch this commercial!  These three celebrities tell the people of a restaurant how a

Pespi is definitely okay - and made it extra funny for the viewers!

 

T-Mobile Text Conversations: T-Mobile made every angry watcher of the superbowl

giggle after seeing their commercials!  From funny and relatable conversations with

dad, to hilarious texts between you and your LYFT driver, T-Mobile really rocked the

commercials this year!

 

Football Dinner Party, 100th Year Anniversary: This commercial was definitely the

best commercial of the Superbowl!  Football Hall-of-Famers, coaches, refs, and current

and retired players all got together for dinner celebrating the 100 years of football.

When a cake toppled over, we watched a major football battle begin!

 

Doritos Chance the Rapper & Backstreets Boys: Doritos commercial with Chance the

Rapper and Backstreet Boys collaboration, put a new twist to a 90’s song, making every

viewer’s day better!

Cardi B, Steve Carrell, and Lil' Jon in the Pepsi

Superbowl commercial. Image courtesy of USA Today

Terry Bradshaw in one of the funniest commercials

of the entire year. Image courtesy of USA Today.
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The Science Section

    Everyone knows that every year, more

and more animals are facing the

possibility of extinction. Grey Wolves are

definitely on that list of endangered

species! While we can, let’s try to save

these beautiful creatures that are a part

of our world.

       People don’t really think twice when

they see a wolf in their backyard.  Their

first thought is ‘I've got to run fast or the

wolf will hurt me!’ That is not at all what

you should do. The only reason they

would hurt you is if you threaten them in

some way. In actuality, Grey Wolves are

about as tame as black bears. What you

should do is simply walk away slowly and

stay calm, and whatever you do, don’t

scream! 

       Most of the time we don’t think that

wolves are endangered because they aren’t

really important to us and our lives. No

one can really tell because we almost

never see them around and that is a huge

problem for our community. These

animals help keep the population of

rodents and deer in line. Without them,

the numbers of rodents and deer will

dramatically increase.

 

Grey Wolves
Written by Alyssa Bolduc

   These wolves and their packs also have

to hunt down bigger animals such as bear

and buffalo. We don’t have to really

worry about that here in the Passaic

County, but other areas in New Jersey and

around the country do.

 

 

You may be wondering-  How can I help?

Well, you can write your local politician

to help persuade them to build more

nature preserves for these beautiful

creatures. Help save our community and

our animals! They depend on YOU to help

them!

 

 

 

A Grey wolf hunting
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       The red wolf is a medium sized

species of wolf, found in the coastal

marshlands of southern parts of eastern

North America. By the 1970s the pure red

wolf was thought to be extinct in the wild,

but a population has since been

reintroduced in North Carolina and is

said to have grown to be near 100 wolves.

The red wolf roamed across the south-

eastern United States from Texas to

Florida to New York. The red wolf's

historical habitat included areas of forest,

swampland and coastal prairies where it

would have been one of the top predators.

Today however, the world's red wolf

population is confined to a protected area

in North Carolina. 

       The red wolf is generally smaller in

size than the grey wolf, which is found in

more northern parts of North America.

Red wolves are named for their cinnamon

colored fur, which is brownish-red with

dark patches on their backs. Red wolves

also have broad noses and large ears. In a

similar way to other canines, and indeed

other wolf species, the red wolf is a very

social animal, living in a pack with a

number of other red wolves. Red wolf

packs usually contain a dominant male

and female and their offspring and can

contain between 2 and 10 members.

 

Red Wolves
Written by David DaSilva

       The red wolf is also a highly

territorial animal, with the pack guarding

their territory from intrusion by other

packs in the area. Although red wolves

are known to hunt together as a group in

order to catch a larger animal such as a

deer, red wolves primarily eat smaller

ground-dwelling animals such as rabbits

and rodents. Red wolves also eat birds,

raccoons and other small animals. When

trying to hunt a larger animal, the red

wolf pack works together to confuse and

corner their prey. 

Red wolves are considered to be one of the

most dominant predators within their

environment, only coming under threat

from larger canines such as grey wolves

or the occasional coyote. Human hunters

wiped out the red wolf population in large

parts of their natural range, and the

population was finally thought to be

extinct, primarily due to habitat loss. 

          Continued on the next page.

 

 

 

A Red wolf, with its distinctive cinnamon red fur
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      Red wolves are usually able to

reproduce by the time they are 2 years old

and begin mating in the warmer spring

months of February and March. The

female red wolf gives birth to a litter of

up to 10 cubs after a gestation period that

lasts for around 60 days. Cubs are born

blind and are nursed by the rest of the

pack until they are able to hunt for

themselves and either remain with their

parents or leave to start a pack of their

own. Today, the red wolf is no longer

extinct in the wild since their

reintroduction to North Carolina in 1987.

Nevertheless, the red wolf is still

considered a critically endangered animal

and is regarded as the 10th most

endangered animal species in the world.

We would love to see this beautiful

animal be taken off of the endangered

list!

 

 

 

      Trappist-1 is another solar system

located 12 parsecs away from our Solar

System. The discovery of this Solar

System has raised a lot of questions-

what if there is a chance that life may

exist on one of these planets? Well, we

will know when astronomers look even

further into this new discovery. 

       Scientists are working this very

minute to find out about the planets and

their star. Scientists are making

telescopes to view the planets, and their

moons. Currently, they have identified 7

planets- some even larger than Jupiter-

orbiting a star similar to our sun. If there

is a planet similar to Earth in this Solar

System, there is a chance that there could

be life and other civilizations similar to

humans. It may be a long time until we

have answers, but for now, it is fun to

wonder- what if?

 

 

Trappist-1
Written by Alyssa Bolduc

The Trappist-1 system compared to our Solar System
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Video Game
Reviews

Written by Ralph Anthony Portes and David

DaSilva

       Rocket League is a super fun game

where you drive a rocket powered car

inside a gigantic soccer field, completing

trick shots to help your team to victory! 

       Rocket League also has an in-

game currency known as "keys" to either

open a crate or purchase the "Rocket

Pass". Crates are items you receive from

either trading or playing matches. They

contain multiple items but you only

receive one random item from each crate.

The Rocket Pass is a challenge to level up

each tier and receive a cool item in

return. The Rocket Pass is only 10 keys

each season and lasts about 2 months.

       This game is currently available for

download on Windows, Mac, Playstation

4, Xbox One, and Nintendo Switch. It is a

great game to play online with your

friends, and for that we give this game a

rating of:

        Spider-Man is an action packed

game with unlimited web swinging game

play!  There are millions of things you

can do in this new Spider-Man game that

will leave you entertained for hours on

end. You can fight thousands of different

enemies, including some of the older

villains from the comics, like Electro.

There are a bunch of different fighting

stunts you can do, as well.

       This game has an extremely in depth

story mode, which can be difficult at

times. This game is also only available

for Playstation 4, which is unfortunate

for players who do not have this console.

Even with limited availability, we still

love this game and think it is absolutely

amazing. We give this a rating of:



P A G E  2 1



P A G E  2 2



P A G E  2 3

Upcoming Haskell Events

8th Grade Trip: May 29-31

 

Field Day: June 7

 

8th Grade Dance: June 14

 

Student Awards Assembly: June 17

 

8th Grade Awards Assembly: June 17

 

1:16 Dismissals: June 20th and June 21st

 

Last day of school: June 21 

 

Graduation: June 21

 

 

 



P A G E  2 4

The Haskell Times Staff,
Issue #2

Giavanna Cafasso

David DaSilva

Marjorie Portes

Ralph Anthony Portes

Alyssa Bolduc

Molly Murphy

Mr. Paradiso

Special thanks to:

Mrs. Morton

Mrs. Zucker

Ms. Sullivan

Mrs. DaSilva

Design by David DaSilva


